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ONCE Abu-1-Abbas was established as Caliph in Kufa he
found no difficulty in living up to his sobriquet Saff ah, * the
blood-shedder'. He did in fact succeed in exterminating all
the remaining Omayyads, except one who escaped and founded
an Omayyad dynasty in Spain. Basrah, the sister-city of
Kufa, held out against him for eleven months, and he himself
did not long survive its fall. He died of smallpox in his early
thirties and was succeeded by his brother Mansur.

Mansur was one of the greatest of the Abbasids, and the
thirty-five Caliphs who came after him were all his lineal
descendants, He had a real talent for statesmanship and
organization, and an intelligent appreciation of the revisions
now essential in Islamic imperial policy. He made it his
bu*siness to eliminate as much as possible the privilege which
had till now been associated with pure Arab blood, and gave
equal rights to the Gentile or neo-Muslims of the conquered
countries. At the same time, in order to give new emphasis
to the theocratic character of the empire, and the importance
of loyalty to the faith, he elected to sanctify his own person,